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Ashley Iles (Edge Tools) Ltd 
Woodturning and Carving tools traditionally 
made to a high specification 
01790 763372 www.ashleyiles.co.uk 

Axminster Tools 
Suppliers of quality woodturning products: 
courses from beginner level to advanced. 
03332 406 406 www.axminstertools.com 

Beaufort Ink 
Manufacturers of Versachucks, and Beaufort 
brand pen kits. Suppliers of specialist pen 
tools, and custom kitless pen parts. 
01363 84686 www.beaufortink.co.uk 

Biven Machinery Sales 
Suppliers of quality woodworking, carving, 
woodturning, pyrography machinery, tooling 
accessories and consumables. Discounts 
available for AWGB members. 
01253 425793 
www.bivenmachinerysales.co.uk 

Brandon Bespoke 
A leading manufacturer of quality Oil and 
Wax wood treatments – particularly food 
safe, all developed and perfected over 
generations. 01256 220471 
www.brandonbespoke.co.uk 

Charnwood 
Woodworking machinery, lathes, chucks and 
accessories. Next day delivery throughout UK 
Mainland. 01530 516926 
www.charnwood.net 

Chestnut Products (Finishes) Ltd 
Quality wood finishes with emphasis on 
products for woodturners. See Chestnut 
Finishing School videos on You Tube.  
01473 890118 www.chestnutproducts.co.uk 

Classic Hand Tools Ltd  
Hamlet, Crown and Robert Sorby 
woodturning tools and accessories. Timber, 
finishes, abrasives and the Kirjes Sanding 
System. Lovely showroom in Suffolk, full mail 
order service. Serving the UK and beyond 
01473 784983 www.classichandtools.com 

Crown Hand Tools Ltd 
Crown offer the largest range of woodturning 
tools worldwide, combining the perfect mix of 
tradition and innovation finished to the finest 
exacting standards. 01142 612300 
www.crownhandtools.ltd.uk 

English Woods 
Making it easy for woodturners to access 
high quality blanks in a wide range of 
species. FREE delivery with all UK mainland 
online store orders. 01823 681002 
www.englishwoods.co.uk 

G & S Specialist Timber 
Suppliers of timber, tools, lathes and 
accessories. 01768 891440 
www.toolsandtimber.co.uk 

GPS Agencies Ltd 
Suppliers of alternate Ivory, Horn, Black 
Ebony and Acrylic. Also Pen blanks and 
larger turning stock. 01730 233366 
www.gpsagencies.co.uk 

Hampshire Sheen Ltd 
Hampshire Sheen produces waxes and 
colours that are blended by hand in small 
batches, ensuring that you have a high 
quality product that lasts and lasts. 01420 
560077 www.hamsphiresheen.com, 

Henry Taylor (Tools) Ltd 
Manufacturer of woodturning, woodcarving 
and woodworking tools. 0114 234 0282 
www.henrytaylortools.co.uk 

Hope Woodturning  
Designer and manufacturer of a range of 
quality woodturning tools, jigs and sanding 
systems. 01206 230694 
www.hopewoodturning.co.uk  

Klingspor Abrasives Ltd 
Klingspor supply a wide range of coated 
materials for abrasive belts, discs, sheets, 
rolls and abrasive sponges to cover all 
woodworking applications. 01909 712310 
www.klingspor.co.uk 

Lovells Workwear Ltd 
Suppliers of protective smocks and aprons 
which can be personalised. Safety, Comfort, 
Style. 02920 598327 
www.lovellworkwear.com 

Max Carey Woodturning Trust 
A registered charity which aims to educate 
the public in woodturning. Tuition is provided 
through a comprehensive range of courses. 
07976 402960 
www.maxcareywoodturningtrust.org.uk 

Mirka (UK) Ltd 
Finishing products and tools including 
abrasive discs, strips and rolls, power tools 
and accessories 01908 866100 
www.mirka.co.uk 

O3a – O3 Adhesives 
O3a is a dedicated range of Cyanoacrylate 
Adhesives specifically developed to meet the 
requirements of makers and crafters.  
07711 407950 www.o3adhesives.co.uk 

Oaklea Woodcraft  
Stocking a wide range of finishes, project kits, 
tools and blanks for the woodturner and 
wood carver. 01952 884064 
www.oakleawoodcraft.co.uk 

Pen Kits Direct Ltd t/a Taylors Mirfield 
Specialist woodturning and woodworking 
shop with classroom in West Yorkshire. We 
develop high end pen and project kits. 
01924 491949 www.taylorsmirfield.co.uk 

Robert Sorby Ltd 
Manufacturer of woodturning tools, lathes, 
and accessories, chucks, sharpening systems 
and accessories, woodcarving and 
woodturning tools. 0114 225 0700 
www.robert-sorby.co.uk 

SK Krafts 
Buddy Range, 3d printed range of tool and 
lathe accessories designed to store all your 
lathe accessories, chuck and much more. 
07787 542848 www.skkrafts.woodturners.uk 

The Tiny Turner 
I supply timber, finishes, project kits, tools, 
resin blanks, faux fur and my own range of 
chameleon pigments and flakes. 
07709 610089  www.thetinyturner.co.uk 

Timbersource Ltd 
A leading online timber merchant. High 
quality hardwoods and softwoods for the 
trade and the public. 01373 489610, 
www.timbersource.co.uk 

Turners Retreat 
Complete range of woodturning tools and 
courses. 01302 744344  
www.turners-retreat.co.uk 

W.L.West & Sons Ltd. 
Offering a wide range of high-quality British, 
European and exotic woodturning blanks 
and boards. Also turning and carving tools, 
finishes and accessories. 01798 861611 
www.wlwest.co.uk 

Why-Aye Wood 
We offer a range of finishes, tools, project 
and pen kits and wood turning blanks. 
Discounts available to AWGB members.  
07730 791935 www.whyayewood.co.uk 

Woodart Products 
Magnetic & non-magnetic LED lights, 
Pyrography units & accessories. Micro 
drill/detailer equipment, Carbide piercing 
cutters & burrs - and much more. 
07770 226640 www.woodart-products.co.uk 

Woodturning Magazine 
Best selling magazine for Woodturners. 
Suppliers of books, DVDs and magazines. 
01273 402871 www.thegmcgroup.com 

WP Hardwood Ltd 
Native and tropical hardwood, bespoke 
service, turning blanks, supplies and burrs. 
AWGB Discounts available. 07939 982144 

Yandle & Sons Ltd 
Everything for the Woodturner. 
01935 822207 www.yandles.co.uk 

Corporate Members of the AWGB 
Further information, including discounts, on the Corporate Members is available on the AWGB website.

Copy deadline for the next edition 
of Revolutions  

1st August 2024

Revolutions
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Executive President 
Joey Richardson 

Chairman 
Roger Cutler  
14 St. John Street, Creetown  
Dumfries Galloway DG8 7JF  
01671 820832 
chairman@awgb.co.uk 

Vice Chairman 
Vacant 
vicechair@awgb.co.uk  

Treasurer 
George Rogers 
36 Fraserburgh Way 
Orton Southgate 
Peterborough PE2 6SS 
01733 234483 
treasurer@awgb.co.uk 

Secretary 
Bryan Milham 
13 Manor Gardens 
Locking, Weston-Super-Mare 
BS24 8DQ 
07876 321 293 
secretary@awgb.co.uk 

Assistant Treasurer 
Mike Mansfield 
27 Grenville Meadows, Lostwithiel, 
Cornwall PL22 0JS 
01208 872012 
07799 065397 
asst-treasurer@awgb.co.uk 

Membership Secretary & 
Data Manager 
John Peachey 
37a Oxstalls Lane, Longlevens 
Gloucester GL2 9HP 
01452 525976  
membership@awgb.co.uk or 
datamanager@awgb.co.uk 

Trade & Business Officer  
Terry Bray 
07879 493346  
trade@awgb.co.uk 

2024 Seminar Bookings  
Co-ordinator 
Jeff Belcher 
Oak House, Hanley Castle, 
Worcestershire WR8 0BJ 
07798 746296 
seminar@awgb.co.uk 

Training Officer  
Masuma Rahim 
training@awgb.co.uk 

Newsletter Editor 
Sheila Hughes 
Alicia, Tytherleigh 
Axminster EX13 7BQ 
01460 221448 
07768 373086 
editor@awgb.co.uk 
 

REGIONAL REPS 

Scotland 
Darren Crisp 
40 Andrew Baxter Avenue 
Ashgill, Larkhall, ML9 3RG 
07507 178986 
scotrep@awgb.co.uk 

North 
Paul Otter 
15 Redruth Close, Brookvale  
Runcorn WA7 6AX  
07913 946839 
northrep@awgb.co.uk 

Midlands  
Vacant 
midlandrep@awgb.co.uk  

South West 
Dave Brookes 
swrep@awgb.co.uk 

South East 
Richard Peers 
7 Grove Wood Hill, Coulsdon 
Surrey CR5 2EN 
07941 018 336 
serep@awgb.co.uk   

The AWGB is a Company Limited by Guarantee and a Registered Charity. 
It is administered by a group of elected Trustees who are also Directors of 
the Company. The Trustees meet at least twice each year and at the AGM. 
When they meet together they are known collectively as the “The 
Executive”. Additionally, there are a number of people who assist the 
Trustees in their duties. These people are not elected and are known as 
“Volunteers”.

Chairman’s Notes 
Roger Cutler 

As I start to write these Chairmans Notes for the first time I 
am conscious of the many illustrious people who have 
preceded me as Chairman of the AWGB starting way back 
in 1987 with Ray Key. In many ways a daunting prospect but 
one that I hope I can fulfil. 

First, may I say a great thank you to the people who are 
stepping aside at this time: Russell Gibbs, who steps down 
as Chairman and Mike Mansfield who steps aside as 
Treasurer. I have had the privilege of being Vice Chair to 
Russell for the past year during which time we got to know 
each other fairly well. Russell was a great one for process 
management and during his tenure the Association training 
programmes have been consolidated and he leaves us a 
good platform to work from. Mike stands aside as Treasurer 
and will take on the role of Assistant Treasurer as the new 
man, George Rogers, finds his feet. Mike has been an 
excellent Treasurer keeping us all in line. I would ask that 
you all read his article in the newsletter on our finances as 
this is very sober reading. Our finances will be an area which 
we will have to address in the coming months. One area that 
we are revisiting is the Revolutions newsletter – as Mike points 
out the printing and posting of the hard copy of the 
newsletter is our biggest outlay and if we could get more 
people to receive their newsletter by e-mail, the more money 
for training and help for clubs would be available.   

As I write these notes we are in the envious position of having 
an almost complete Executive, the only vacancy is that of Vice 
Chairman that I vacated. It would be good to have more 
volunteers to enable us to have people to shadow those in 
the Executive positions. 

Our training programme is well under way and the 
upcoming courses are advertised elsewhere in this newsletter.  
There will be a ballot if a course is oversubscribed 
(application forms are on our website). I would ask that if 
there is anything specific you would like us to cover in our 
courses please let us know – if there is enough demand we 
will look to putting that course on.  

The same also applies to our Youth Training, we are 
conscious that the majority of our courses have been towards 
the southern end of the country. One reason for this has 
been the lack of suitable workshops. But this is changing, 
and we are currently investigating other facilities around the 
country. Again, all youth training is free for our young 
members and membership for those 21 and younger is also 
free, so please let us know if you would like to take 
advantage of these courses. 

We are quickly getting to that time in 
the calendar when our International 
Seminar starts to take a great deal of 
our time and efforts. We are only 5 
months away and things are rapidly 
taking shape. As I wrote last issue, the 
AWGB Seminar is much more that 
going to another demonstration, it’s 
a whole experience based around 
woodturning. So why not come along in October and 
experience it yourself. 

TRUSTEES OF THE EXECUTIVE  

Youth Training  
Ron Caddy  
The Studio, 23 Wisley Road 
Andover SP10 3UQ 
07903 313065 
youthtraining@awgb.co.uk 

Webmaster 
Colin Spencer 
webmaster@awgb.co.uk 

Public Relations & Social 
media  
Kate Kitchin  
07503 226795 
pr@awgb.co.uk 

Workshops Co-ordinator  
Chris Parker 
07723 097271 
workshops@awgb.co.uk 

Health & Safety Officer 
Martin Dickinson 
3 Ryslaw Farm Cottages, Duns  
TD11 3HX 
01890 840635  
hs@awgb.co.uk 

Youth and Vulnerable 
Persons Safeguarding 
Officer  
Kevin Purse 
safeguarding@awgb.co.uk 

VOLUNTEERS

DATA PROTECTION 

Your personal details are held on computer for the use of the AWGB. We only use this 
information to run the organisation. If you would like to know what information we 

hold and how we use it, please contact the Secretary. 
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Statement on behalf of the Trustees 

The above summary financial information has been produced specially for the Annual Review.  The summary financial information 

has been extracted from the full statutory accounts of The Association of Woodturners of Great Britain which provide much greater 

detail about the charity and its activities and which readers should refer to for a full understanding of the charity's financial 

position.  The full statutory accounts were subject to an independent examiner's report, which was unqualified. 

 

Copies of the full statutory accounts can be obtained from The Association of Woodturners of Great Britain's office at 27 Grenville 

Meadows, Lostwithiel, Cornwall, PL22 0JS.

The charity received a grant of £5000 

form the Nina and Roger Stewart fund 

and dispersed £1112 out of the fund. 

These figures are not included in the 

charity's activity
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Very important information 

Mike Mansfield,  Treasurer 

The accounts were approved at the AGM on 14th of April. 
Presented is a summary of the results which endeavours to 
show how the members benefit from their subscriptions. The 
comparative figures for 2022 are included. Copies of the 
published accounts are available from the treasurer or can 
be viewed on the Companies House Website. 

The charity income in 2023 was £67,640, of which £54,994 
was deemed to be spent on activities that benefited the 
members. This includes the cost of producing and delivering 
Revolutions, at £22,845. This is made up of £15,334 
postage and £6,494 printing. The postage costs are 
expected to rise significantly in 2024.  

Grants paid out by the charity amounted to £16,083, the 
bulk of which are Demonstrator grants.  

The costs of running the association amounted to £26,000; 
£6,400 of which was the cost of shows and there was 
£5,000 spent on a new stock of membership cards, which 
will last for a couple of years. In addition, the charity received 
a grant of £5,000 to further support its youth training 
activities. 

The figures show that the charity has had deficits of about 
£12,000 for the past couple of years which prompted an 
increase in the subscriptions for the current year. This will 
raise an additional £10,500 in 2024. However this has been 
offset by the increase in demonstrator grants from £300 to 
£350. If all the affiliated clubs applied for this grant it would 

cost the association some £22,000, an increase of £3,000. 
Other grants have been limited in total. 

There is also a subsidy of £105 available to affiliated clubs 
that use Zurich Municipal to cover public and product liability 
insurance. This sum represents the cost of the cover when 
the charity organised it directly with the insurers. The cost to 
the association is over £6,000 a year. 

The association has been represented at several shows, and 
a full programme of shows and training has started getting 
the AWGB activities back to the pre-covid levels. In 2024 
there is another seminar planned at Yarnfield which will 
require the association’s support. In 2022 the charity had to 
absorb some £13,000 of the event’s expenses, does this 
mean the seminar lost £13K? yes. 

The association will need to review its finances if this level of 
activity is to continue. 

Seminar Scholarships 
The trustees may approve a scholarship fund to assist those 
with limited resources to attend the AWGB Seminars.  Where 
approved the scholarships would provide free entry to the 
seminar for successful claimants and would cover the 
travelling and accommodation costs for selected individuals.   

Other organisations may also be approached to sponsor 
scholarships.  

Application form is on page 13. 
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Presentation of Award -  
John Boyne-Aitken BEM. 

Presentation of award that took place on Monday 8th April 
at County Hall, Trowbridge, Wiltshire when John Boyne-
Aitken BEM, the Chairman of the Kennet & Avon 
Woodturners was given the British Empire Medal for services 
to Heritage crafts in the Kings 2024 New Year's Honours by 
the His Majesties Lord Lieutenant of Wiltshire – Mrs Sarah 
Troughton. 

John's wife Jenny and his son and daughter attended the 
event along with George Charlton past club secretary and 
Philip Lobb MBE, Vice Chairman & Publicity Officer of Kennet 
& Avon Woodturners.

Iridescent Centrifuge Effect Platter 
WITH STEWART FURINI    

      Sand the platter rim to  

240 grit and spray with 

Ebonising Lacquer. For best 

results apply two coats, 

allowing time for each coat  

to dry. 

      With the lathe spinning 

fast (1000 rpm minimum), 

apply the Iridescent Paints 

using a paint brush. Yellow 

and Cerise have been used 

here. If you don't want the 

colours to blend together, 

allow them to dry before 

adding another. 

      Leave the lathe spinning 

for a minute or two to allow 

the paints to spread out.  

On this platter each colour 

was added about three times. 

Other colour combinations, 

or just a single colour, can 

look very effective too. 

      Once the paint is dry, 

protect it with a coat of 

Acrylic Gloss Lacquer. Allow 

this to dry then turn out the 

centre and sand to 240 grit  

or finer. 

      Finally, use Cut'n'Polish 

and Microcrystalline Wax to 

complete the centre of the 

platter. These are more 

controllable and make it 

easier to avoid any damage  

to the decorated edge. 

F I N I S H I N G   S C H O O L

1

2

3

4

5

2

1

3

4
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PO Box 260, Stowmarket, IP14 9BX 

Tel: 01473 890118 
mailroom@chestnutproducts.co.uk 

www.chestnutproducts.co.uk

More information available from your  
local stockists or contact us at:

See our YouTube channel for more tips!

2 HP with Foot 

Switch, 3 chucks, 

numerous sets of 

jaws, toolrests 

and faceplates, 

Deep Hollowing 

Rest, Kelton Bowl 

Saver and 

various blades.

VB36 LONG BED LATHE

For Sale - Complete £5,000 ono 

Buyer to collect. 

Adrian King 07447 272975 

Bromley, Kent
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Ron turns 100 
Giles Dugmore 

On the 8th March the Heart of England Woodturning Club 
celebrated the 100th birthday of member Ron Burn. 

Born in London, Ron shared his birth year with Benny Hill, 
Mary Lee Woods, Brian Rix, Eduardo Paolozzi, Baroness Betty 
Lockwood, Tony Hancock, Leslie Phillips and Joan Aiken. 

The Roaring Twenties were fully underway, but countries were 
still recovering from the devastating effects of the First World 
War. 1924 was the year that Stanley Baldwin became Prime 
Minister of Britain for the second time after winning a 
landslide victory and J. Edgar Hoover was appointed head 
of the FBI in the USA. 

Club committee member Steve Gordon turned a beautiful 
Ash bowl which was then handed over to club member 
Richard Le Page who inscribed the message “Ron Burn 100 
years 17th March 2024” using a pyrography burner. 

The presentation was made at Bearley Village Hall where the 
club meets on the second Friday of the month. Steve and 
Richard handed over the bowl during the meeting which took 
Ron by surprise as the members had managed to keep the 
secret from him in the run up to the meeting. 

 

Ron first became interested in woodwork at school inspired 
by one of his teachers. He learnt basic woodworking skills, 
wood carving and then started to use woodturning lathes.  

Ron was on the south coast having a holiday when the war 
broke out and he stayed there to enter grammar school 
before joining the Royal Navy. After the war he became a 

Chartered Engineer, and enjoyed a spell with Hoover in 
London which led him to work as an engineer all over the 
country. 

Ron is a keen photographer, he surfed into his early nineties 
and enjoyed a glass of whisky after being in the water! 

Wood has been a longstanding passion of Ron’s with many 
of the tables around his house showing his skill, along with 
numerous bowls and vases. 

He was a founder member of the Warwick wood carvers and 
it was here that he refined his skill of carving intricate designs 
which have included a pair of ballerinas, a stag, his golden 
retriever, and more recently a seahorse. 

He has regularly been called upon to make notice boards 
and has developed a skill of letter carving which has 
adorned many a rocking horse and various wooden 
plaques. 

Ron’s membership of the Heart of England Woodturning 
Club probably exceeds 25 years and he continues to 
participate in the demonstrations with interesting questions 
and observations from his extensive experience of both 
woodturning and woodworking. 

It is interesting to note that even in the 1920s the Oliver 
Machine Company in the USA were manufacturing 
mechanical variable speed lathes. Whilst this may not have 
been a change made in Ron’s life he has lived through an 
extraordinary amount of invention and technological 
advancement and he maintains a keen interest in this and 
all that life brings to him. We look forward to seeing him at 
many more club meetings. 

(From left to right, Steve Gordon, Ron Burn and Richard Le Page)



888

All day 

demonstration 

by  

Rolly 
Munro  

from  

New Zealand 

A rare opportunity to 

see Rolly in action! 

Village Hall 

Weston under 

Penyard  

ROSS-ON-WYE 

HR9 7PA 

on 
October 

12th 

Tickets £20  
Ticket price  

includes lunch and 

refreshments  

Free parking 
 

For more information 

email 

turners@forestwoodturners.co.uk or visit 

www.forestwoodturners.co.uk

Forest of Dean 
Woodturners Club

Mirka Abranet® 
70x125mm Strips

10 Box Offer
10 x Boxes of Abranet® 70 x 125mm, Grip, 50/Pack

(Choice of grits: 80, 100, 120, 150, 180, 240, 320, 400, 

500, 600)

Ofer Price

£180.00 inc VAT

Add a 
70x125mm 

Hand Sanding 
Block & Hose for 

£35

25 Box Offer
10 x Boxes of Abranet® 70 x 125mm, Grip, 50/Pack

(Choice of grits: 80, 100, 120, 150, 180, 240, 320, 400, 

500, 600)

Ofer Price

£425.00 inc VAT

Add a 
70x125mm 

Hand Sanding 
Block & Hose for 

£35

Ofer subject to availability.

Unit 44 Holmebank Business Park • Mirield • WF14 8NA  

Tel: 01924 491949   Email: sales@taylorsmirield.co.uk
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Making good things happen 
(for some awesome 
individuals) 

On 23rd March this year, a small group of six young men 
and women spent a day with Bodmin and District 
Woodturners experiencing the fun and challenges of 
woodturning. The day began with some spindle turning and 
several dibbers, rolling pins, honey dippers and small vases 
were produced. A pasty lunch (well this is Cornwall!) was 
followed by an afternoon of bowl turning and some very fine 
bowl shapes were produced 
and all the young people 
had two objects to take 
home that they could be 
proud of. This may seem a 
very familiar tale but... there 
is more to this event than at 
first sight. This is a story that 
goes back several years and 
involves a lot of people, 
groups and charitable 
organisations who all 
played a part in bringing 
this wonderful day about. 

Firstly, the young people 
who took part in this day all have a physical disability of one 
kind or another. They are all part of the group of people who 
are supported by Active8 which is a Charity in Cornwall 
which supports people from 14 to 30 years old who have a 
physical disability. The charity arranges and organises 
experiences, events, trips and other activities which enhance 
the lives of these people as 
part of its aim to empower 
and motivate and build their 
sense of independence. 

The charity’s treasurer was a 
member of Bodmin and 
District Woodturners (known 
as Treknow Woodturners at 
that time) and approached 
the club to set up a 
woodturning experience for 
the youngsters they currently 
supported. This did happen, 
but there were obvious 

difficulties. The day highlighted the problems that people in 
wheelchairs can have simply accessing the room as well as 
a lathe. So a rethink had to take place. The club researched 
the problem and potential solutions with adaptable stands 
to make access easier and more convenient. At first this 
looked out of the club’s reach as adjustable lathe stands 
were hard to come by and very expensive. Also, time went 
by as Covid took hold and delayed everything for everybody.  
However, where there’s a will there’s a way! It began with a 
change of venue! The club was forced to move to new 
premises in Lostwithiel, which has very good wheelchair-
friendly access and facilities. 

Bodmin and District Woodturners is a charity in its own right 
with one of its major aims being to spread the word of 
woodturning and particularly encourage young people to 
take up the craft. This should not be hindered by any kind of 
barrier, either on the part of the participant or the equipment 
involved. So work began. A club member, who is an 
engineer, volunteered to produce some stands for the club’s 
lathes. These would include several which were hydraulically 
adjustable, not only up and down but could be tipped 
forwards or backwards to achieve the perfect positioning for 
someone in a wheelchair, or with restricted movement or 
reach. This seemed a perfect solution. However, as always, 
there was a cost to this.  

Being a charity, and having a specific purpose to our work, 
the club applied for help to other organisations for funding 
to make this all happen. Help came from two directions. 
Firstly we were supported by the Worshipful Company of 
Turners who offered funding for the out of pocket costs for 
putting on a day of this nature, as they have done on several 
occasions for the club and we are extremely grateful for their 
continuing support for our work. The other help came from 
a significant “one off” grant from the D’Oyley Carte 
Charitable Trust which paid for the adjustable stands and for 
the purchase of two new 
lathes to make these 
experiences available to as 
many people as possible. 
We have been so grateful to 
the D’Oyley Carte 
organisation for their 
funding as this was the key 
to making the whole 
scheme possible. 

So, back to March 23rd 
when we actually held what 
was our third event of this 
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nature and a wonderful day was had by all. The six young 
people and their awesome carers lit up the room with their 
joy and excitement and the day whizzed by. Bodmin and 
District Woodturners are very grateful to all the people and 
organisations who have supported our efforts to make these 
experience days happen and we hope the young people 
have enjoyed their time with us. Most significantly, we as 
tutors and helpers have been in awe of the strength and 
resilience of the young people we have met and the stories 
they have to tell of their experiences. They and their carers 
are the true heroes in this story and it has been a privilege 
to work with them and learn from them. We are already 
looking forward to another day with some of the younger 
members of their group later in the year and we hope this 
link will continue to develop in the future.

Volunteers required!

Vice Chairman   

as the current VC has moved up to the 
Chairman position at the last AGM 

 

Regional Representative for 

the Midlands Region 
 

Anyone interested in the positions or just 

helping out should contact the Secretary for 

further details. 

Contact Bryan Milham ( Secretary)  
at secretary@awgb.co.uk  

or telephone 07876 321 293 



The 18th International Woodturning Seminar will take place at 

Yarnfield Park Training & Conference Centre 

Stone  Staffordshire  ST15 0NL 

 from 4-6 October 2024 

The event will run from Friday lunchtime to Sunday afternoon.

Yann Marot 
France

Mick Hanbury 
UK

Margaret 
Garrard 
UK

Kade Bolger 
Canada

Neil Joynt 
New Zealand

Rolly Munro 
New Zealand

David O’Neill 
Ireland

Simon Hope 
UK

Jan Hoven 
Holland

Jason Breach 
UK

The Seminar aims to offer something for turners at 
all levels from beginner to expert. The programme 
is guaranteed to inspire, educate and entertain! 

Throughout we have trade stands, a raffle  
and of course the instant gallery where we 

encourage everyone to bring up to  
3 pieces of their best work to display. 

Make this a date in your diary,  
you won’t regret it!  

The seminar is open to AWGB members and non-members alike.  

You can book on the website at awgbwoodturningseminar.co.uk  

Keep an eye on the website & Facebook for more information.  

Booking enquiries: Jeff Belcher 07798 746296 seminar@awgb.co.uk 

You may pay a 50% deposit and the balance 4 weeks before the Seminar or you can pay in full.  
All bookings are guaranteed and will be refunded in full if the event doesn’t go ahead

We have 10 of the best International Turners from around the 

world showing their skills and passing on their experiences  

and knowledge, freely and with passion. 

We hope you can 

come along to see us! 
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Please send this form (with cheque if appropriate) to: Jeff Belcher Oak House, Hanley Castle, Worcester WR8 0BJ 
Tel: 07798 746296 •  Email: seminar@awgb.co.uk 

!

AWGB International Seminar 4th to 6th October 2024    Booking Form  

The accommodation comprises en-suite double and twin rooms, and there are a number of accessible rooms. We are 
pleased to offer a range of attendance options. Please select the quantity required. If you have any particular needs or 
requests please note them below.  (All costs include VAT) 

 

Package Description  Cost Quantity Total Cost 

A Full Weekend incl Accommodation and Meals  £490.00   

AT Full Weekend incl Accommodation and Meals with Twin 
room for Two People 

 £900.00   

AD Full Weekend incl Accommodation and Meals with Double 
room for Two People 

 £900.00   

B Full Weekend incl Lunches, No Accommodation or Evening 
Meals 

 £355.00   

C Friday incl Lunch, No Evening Meal  £105.00   

D Saturday incl Lunch, No Evening Meal  £155.00   

E Sunday  incl Lunch  £115.00   

F Saturday incl Lunch & Evening Meal  £170.00   

G Full weekend for second person - shared room 
accommodation & meals only - no access to 
demonstrations. 

 £235.00 

  

Total Cost  

 

Name (as you would like it on your badge)  
 

Address (inc Postcode)  
 
 

Email address  

Tel Number  

Membership Number (if applicable)  

Please advise any particular requirements 
(diet, access etc) 

 
 
 

Data Protection: The information you provide on this form will be used solely for dealing with you as a member of the AWGB; to 
inform you of AWGB news and to administer your attendance at AWGB events. By signing this form you are giving consent for the 
AWGB to use your data as described in our privacy policy which can be found at www.awgb.co.uk/privacy-policy. Your data will be 
used and stored in accordance with this policy. 

Payment: 

50% deposit on booking after 31 March 2024, remainder due 4 weeks prior to the seminar.   

NB If you are unable to attend your deposit may be refunded at the discretion of the AWGB. 

I have paid by cheque/bank transfer/international bank transfer (delete as appropriate). We are unable to take card 
payments by telephone. Card payments can be made on the website or by sending a payment through PayPal to 
awgbtrading@awgb.co.uk 

Signed:        Date: 

Payment by cheque payable to AWGB Trading Ltd, or  

Bank transfer to sort code 09-01-28, Account number 41132390 (use family name/2024 as reference) or 

From overseas IBAN: GB88ABBY09012841132390 (use family name/2024 as reference) 
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Name:  

Address:   

 

 

 

Telephone No.:  

Email address:  

AWGB membership N-
o.: 

 

Date of Birth:  
(If under 16 see also page 

2) 

 

Branch/Club:  

(if applicable) 

 

 

Use the box below to tell us why you want a scholarship and how you think it be of 

benefit to you.  You should also give an indication of your financial status (any 

information given in this regard will be kept confidential). For Junior Members under 

16 please consent form overleaf. 

 

The closing date for applications is 30th June 2024. After this date the Trustees will 

review the applications and award a number of scholarships.  The Trustees’ decision 

is final. 

 

Signed: … … … … … … … … … … … … … Date: … … / … … / … … … … 

 
Data Protection: The information you provide on this form will be used for dealing with your application. By signing 

this form you are giving consent for the AWGB to use your data as described in our privacy policy which can be 

found at www.awgb.co.uk/privacy-policy. Your data will be used and stored in accordance with this policy. 

 

 

Please return the application form to secretary@awgb.co.uk 

!
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Registered Charity 1150255 

www.awgb.co.uk  

Company Registered Number: 8135399 

Registered Office: 36 Crown Rise, Watford, WD25 0NE 

  

AWGB Seminar Scholarship  

Application 

Version No. 4.0 
!

!

Part 2 – Parental Consent Form 

  

This form is used when young people under the age of 16 years of age are 

participating at the AWGB Seminar.  It also provides a record that consent has been 

given (or not) for photographs to be taken and used. 

 

Young person under the age of 16 must be accompanied by a 

Parent/Guardian/Carer. As part of the Scholarship award the need for a residential 

attendance by the Parent/Guardian/ Carer will be considered. 

 

Name of Young Person:  

Age of young person:  

Name of Parent/ 

Guardian/ Carer: 

 

Parent/ Guardian/ 

Carer requests 

residential attendance:  

 

 

To be signed by the Parent/Guardian/Carer 

•! As the Parent/Guardian/Carer of the young person named above I give 

consent for him/her* to take part in the event.   

•! I understand that the AWGB or its representative(s) may wish to take 

photographs of him/her during the event.  

•! I understand that these photographs may be used on social media (including 

Facebook and Twitter); AWGB publications such as Revolutions and the AWGB 

website; the press, and other woodturning magazines and publications in perpetuity 

and that these photos may be seen around the world.   

 

I do/do not* give my consent to such photographs being taken and used as 

described. 

 

 

Signed ……………………………………………… Date………………………………. 

 

To be signed by the young person 

•! I understand that the AWGB or its representative(s) may wish to take 

photographs of me (the young person named above) during the event.  

•! I understand that these photographs may be used on social media (including 

Facebook and Twitter); AWGB publications such as Revolutions and the AWGB 

website; the press, and other woodturning magazines and publications in perpetuity 

and that these photos may be seen around the world.   

 

I do/do not* give my consent to such photographs being taken and used as 

described. 

 

 

Signed ……………………………………………… Date………………………………. 

 

*delete as appropriate!
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www.robert-sorby.co.uk 
Robert Sorby, Sheffield  ENGLAND 

Tel: +44 (0) 114 225 0700    E-mail: sales@robert-sorby.co.uk 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL @ROBERTSORBY 

For more information or to find your nearest stockist, visit our website.

PROUDLY MADE IN

SHEFFIELD, ENGLAND

Made by Craftsmen for Craftsmen

THE No.1 CHOICE 

Excelsior High Performance 
Gouges
Titanium Nitride coated for increased 

performance and resistance 

to edge wear.

 

Helping out a friend... 
a tale of fiddly finials 
Kris Cietak 

Just before Christmas, I had a phone call from a friend of a 
friend of a friend who heard that I have a lathe and do a bit 
of bodging and would I consider making a couple of 
architectural finals for the house he was renovating up north. 
I must say I was a bit taken back, but having done a couple 
of small ones before, I said “send me the plans and I’ll see 
what I can do”..  

Just after Christmas, I got an 
email with an architects 
drawing and measurements.  

I must say, I was a bit taken 
back because my lathe was an 
ancient Axminster 950 and I 
didn’t think I could make the 
finial one piece. Furthermore 
the bit at the bottom had a 
square collar which was larger 
in dimensions than the middle 
and pointy section at the top. 

I got back to Potsy (his 
nickname) and said that I’d 
have a go, but it would have to 
be in three sections and seeing 
as I had never done anything 
like that before and it was to 
survive the English weather,  
I couldn’t guarantee that it wouldn’t end up like the famous 
Church Spire Chesterfield.! I was given the option to cop out, 
but I decided to have a go, and this is how it went. 

First of all, I drew the exact dimensions on several joined up 
pieces of metric graph paper to work out what I needed to 
order from a local timber merchant and to check that the 
longest spiky bit (A) would fit on the lathe. 

To this I added enough waste wood at both ends to form 
tenons for holding, as well as an extra 10 cm for a tenon (X)  
to fit into a mortice in one end of the middle piece (B).  

To the middle section I once again added extra at one end 
for holding, and to create a tenon (Y) to go into the flat bit 
of C, figuring out that the 10 cm tenon from A (X) would fit 
in to the mortice at one end of B, and that I would cut a 
mortice in C into which the tenon at the bottom of B (Y) 
would fit. (With me so far?) 

So for these bits, I needed two pieces of planed Sapele cut 
to 1000mm by 81mm square (allowing for minor errors). 
This would do for the spiky bit (A) and two pieces 700mm 
long, again by 81mm square for the middle bit (B) 

As far as the bottom end was concerned (C) this needed to 
be 120mm square and they don’t normally have Sapele 
planks more than 100mm thick, at least at the timber yard I 
went to. 

The solution was to machine down to 60mm and glue two 
thicknesses up to size, giving me a 400mm by 120mm  
square piece which I would then cut in half to give me two 
blanks and more than enough extra for holding tenons. 

Architects finial spec



All day demonstration on using  

texture and colour by  

Chris Parker 

Sunday September 8th 10am 

Village Hall, Weston under Penyard, 

ROSS-ON-WYE, HR9 7PA 

Chris will be demonstrating his unique style  
and showing a range of colour and  

texturing techniques. 
Tickets £20  

Ticket price includes lunch and refreshments  

Free parking 

 

For more information email 

turners@forestwoodturners.co.uk or visit 

www.forestwoodturners.co.uk 
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Forest of Dean Woodturners Club.

Just in case I’ve lost you, this  
diagram shows the 
construction of the finial 
with black bits showing the 
tenons.   

When I came to pay my jaw 
dropped, I didn’t realise 
prepared timber was so 
expensive, but then 
somebody else was going 
to be paying.! I crossed my 
fingers that things would 
turn out right first time 
round! 

Having collected the timber, 
I had to decide the order to 
make the individual bits in 
and how I would hold them 
on the lathe. 

Section B first - 
why? 

Well, I thought the easiest 
bit to do would be B seeing 
as all I had to do is mark it out, turn a tenon at one end (Y) 
and a mortice at the other. 

The most challenging bit was to create the 100mm deep 
mortice. I reckoned the diameter of both tenons should be 
46 mm, enough to be chunky and strong between A and B 
and not too wide between B and C so as not to compromise 
the sphere at the bottom of C. 

I set my adjustable Fostner bit to this diameter and held it in 
a morse tapered Jacobs chuck in the tailstock of my lathe. I 
marked centres at both ends, turned a longish tenon at one 
end between centres to match my Gripper jaws hoping that 
I could hold the timber to drill the hole on the lathe with the 
Fostner in the tailstock. Predictably a total failure! Despite 
slow revs, the length of the timber allowed too much 
sideways movement, the hole became bigger than intended 
and I quickly gave up.  

A lot of head scratching followed and then I remembered 
Good Turns Engineering in Redditch, a wonderful, friendly 
and extremely helpful outfit run by a chap called Andy who 
helped me engineer one or two bespoke bits for my lathe 
before. A chat on the phone and he said “why don’t you 
come over and we’ll have a look”. And so I did….what lovely 
people! 

Result? problem solved! He used one of his enormous metal 
drilling machines and my Fostner bit to drill out the mortices, 
clamping the timber vertically to his massive engineering drill 
base as shown in the next 3 fotos. I was a happy man!    

I got the timbers home, created a friction chuck to fit the hole 
I had just had made in B and mounted the timber on the 
lathe. It was to remain square so all I now had to do now 

The two tenons X & Y



was chamfer the shoulders around the hole using a sturdy 
bowl gouge and, using a 10mm square router cutter, create 
the small groove feature at the tenon end as per the 
architects drawing. This was done off the lathe, after several 
test runs on an off-cut to ensure the grooves joined up on all 
four sides. I left the tenon (Y) for turning down to 46mm later.   
Finally it was sanded for a good finish. 

Section A 

Now for the spiky bit! It has a fat end and a thin end. Both 
ends were marked up with centres. I cut a tenon (X) to fit my 
Gripper jaws at one end and a small sacrificial bit at the thin 
end for the tail stock live centre.  

Next the whole lot was turned down to 81mm diameter as 
per architects drawing, and then carefully marked out using 
the diagram on the graph paper as a story board. The 
tapered portion of the finial was marked out in such a way 

as to give 10mm increments of diameter of the spike, ie at 
70,60,50,40,30,20 and10mm. 

For each diameter, callipers were set and a parting tool used 
to cut down to the appropriate diameter but to the RH of the 
pencil line only. Why this ? - will be clarified in a moment. 
Using a spindle roughing gouge, the shape was roughed 
out leaving enough space to mark the left hand corner of the 
parting cut with a pencil so that when it came to do finishing 
cuts with spindle and skew, this was the diameter down to 
which each section of the wood was finished, leaving a 
smooth taper.   

Now for the sphere… 

First I went back to the headstock end, which held the 
Gripper jaw fitting tenon (X) and, using the previously made 
markings, turned a small length down to 46mm, which 
would be at the base of the sphere, the size I needed to fit 
into the mortice in B. This would give me more room to 
manoeuvre when cutting the sphere. 

I next cut an 81mm diameter template out of cardboard and 

used this to fashion the shape of a sphere, using a spindle 
gouge and small skew, between the bottom of the spike and 
the tenon (X). 

As mentioned earlier the bottom end of the sphere was 
46mm to match the mortice in B. I then reduced the diameter 
of the rest of the 100mm long tenon (X) to 46mm leaving 
the Gripper jaw diameter to be removed later prior to 
assembly. Note that I had gone back to using a steb drive, 
at the head end. 

Section C 

Taking the 120mm squared blank I first mounted it between 
centres, grain parallel to the lathe bed, and cut a tenon to fit 
my Gripper jaws. Using this tenon to hold the blank I first cut 
a 46mm diameter mortice, 30mm deep with my adjustable 
Fostner bit held in the morse tapered Jacobs chuck in the 
tailstock. This time it worked perfectly as the blank was short 
and didn’t wobble. 

I reversed the blank and using the same friction chuck I used 
to drive section B together with tailstock support, I turned 
down to 81mm with a spindle gouge and skew (the diameter 
of the sphere) and cardboard template, leaving the square 
lip as per the architectural diagram. 

The final part was to turn and 
sand both tenons X and Y to fit 
their respective mortices snugly 
and trim them to length. Note 
that I had yet to remove the 
waste tailstock nubs at the 
pointed end of the spiky bit A  

First finial successful! The result 
was more than pleasing! 

Now I had to do it all over 
again paying an eagle eye to 
ensure the second finial was 
near identical to the first. 
Eventually job done! 

The Glueing up 

Well - this was another cause for brainstorming. Seeing as 
the finials were to spend their lives out in the open, high up 
on a roof, I chose PU glue which would also expand in the 
joints filling any gaps. But then this expansion could risk 
pushing the joints apart. The lathe was too short to 
accommodate the whole finial and prevent this so I decided 

Friction drive and section B mounted showing tenon Y

Spiky bit A - measured out to cut the grooves 
down to reducing diameters of taper

The finished taper

Section C marked out Section C finished

The sphere and finished tenon X. Note the sacrificial bit at the end for the Gripper jaws

Spiky bit A - Turning to round

First finial!



to try our long kitchen table, two blocks of wood clamped at 
each end and use a Quick Grip in expansion mode.    

Seeing as PU glue swells and creeps everywhere while 
curing, I protected the vulnerable 
areas around the joins with 
masking tape and the table with 
lots of newspaper. Before glueing, 
grooves were cut in the tenons to 
allow surplus glue to escape. This 
was now a one way ticket - any 
error and it would be impossible to 
separate the pieces which incidentally I numbered for joint 
compatibility earlier.  

To help curing, the glue was applied to the 
tenons and the mortices sprayed with a 
little water before everything was put 
together and clamped up. The result - 
fairly pleasing really, note the waste at the 
end of each spike. This was cut off and tip 
hand sanded and finished.  

The story doesn’t end here - Potsy had 
given me a delivery date of the end of 
February. The finials were ready on 
February 5th. I rang him up with the good 
news and he said ”can you send them up 
before next Monday - the scaffolding is coming down then” 
it was Tuesday afternoon! 

Did he know special delivery would cost almost £80? “No 
bother, they’re paying!” came the answer. So off they went 
by Parcel Post and were 
delivered the next day. 
He was very pleased, 
more than me when I 
saw how they had been 
fitted on the gable end 
of the roof!  

Sadly they were just 
stuck on like an 
ornament instead of 
being integrated into 
the roof timbers tiles 
and lead work! Not 
what I would have 
chosen! Ah well! C’est la vie! 

Postscript 

I learnt so much, patience is essential and thorough planning 
vital. A step by step approach, thinking twice or even three 
times about the next move ensured any pitfalls were foreseen 
and avoided. 

Finally, Apologies for all the (A)s (B)s (X)s and (Y)s but 
when I read some write ups about “how to do” I often lose 
the plot so I thought these markers would help the reader 
follow the story. 

Relief grooves for glue

Glueing up on the kitchen table
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A great deal of work has taken place since I came into post 
in November 2023. The Youth Training process is being 
refined, and we have also been looking at Tutor and 
Demonstrator training. I thought it might be useful to provide 
the membership with the following updates: 

Member Training Workshops 

Chris Parker has kindly taken on the role of Workshops 
Coordinator. We have a full schedule for this year, details of 
which can be seen both in the newsletter and on the website. 
He and I will soon begin planning workshops for 2025, with 
a good spread of topics across England, Scotland and 
Wales. If you have specific requests, or if you would like to 
host a workshop, please email training@awgb.co.uk. Please 
note that when you apply for a course your name goes into 
a ballot and that you will only be contacted to confirm your 
place six weeks before the course takes place. This ensures 
a fair approach for all members. In cases where workshop 
spaces become available at short notice, our social media 
channels will be updated to invite short-notice applications. 
These workshops are effectively free for members, so I would 
encourage you to take advantage of them. 

Demonstrator Training 

Demonstrator Training has been on hiatus in recent times. 
However, there has recently been considerable interest from 
members who wish to attend such a day, and Paul Hannaby 
is presently reviewing the course. We ae hoping to be able 
to run the first sessions later in the summer. If you would be 
interested in attending, please complete the form here: 
https://www.awgb.co.uk/demonstrator-training-application/ 

Tutor Assessment 

Between 2020 and 2023, there was a significant backlog of 
people who wished to obtain their Approved Tutor badge but 
who were unable to do so for logistical reasons. I’m very 
pleased to tell you that, thanks to Steve Gordon, who 
preceded me in this role, there is now no backlog. However, 
there are one or two things which are important to know 
when you apply for a Tutor Assessment: 

Firstly, I do not work for the AWGB full-time. Sadly, I am far 
too young to be retired, so I do this job in my spare time, 
which means that there may be a delay between you 
submitting your form and my suggesting some dates. 
Secondly, it is not feasible or efficient for me to arrange an 
assessment for fewer than three people. Many of our 
assessors (of which more momentarily) travel considerable 
distances to conduct assessments, so I would typically wait 
until at least three or four people from the same region have 
expressed an interest before organising anything. 

In terms of the process: once I have enough people who 
would like an assessment I try to arrange an assessor. They 
are often busy, so may not be able to give me any dates for 
some weeks. Once I have some dates I need to organise a 
venue, which often means liaising with the chair or secretary 

of a local club. They then check the diary and tell me what 
dates the venue is free. Once that is done, I reconfirm that 
the date still suits the assessor and check whether those who 
want to be assessed can make that date. Assuming everyone 
replies in the affirmative (or that they reply at all!) I then 
confirm the assessment and send the relevant paperwork. 

This works well when there is good communication, but it 
can sometimes be challenging to get responses, and so the 
process can sometimes be slowed. Rest assured, though: 
once you have submitted your online application you are On 
My Spreadsheet and you will be contacted about an 
assessment as soon as practicable, but there are several 
steps to the process you may not have been aware of, and 
so I would appreciate some patience as things are being 
organised behind the scenes. In short, the best way to ensure 
your assessment is not delayed is to reply to my emails in a 
timely manner. 

Appointment of Tutor Assessors 

As noted, there was, until recently, a backlog of Tutor 
Assessments. Although we have cleared this, we have come 
to realise that we are increasingly reliant on a small group 
of people who are described as Level 2 Assessors: people 
who can assess those who wish to get their Approved Tutor 
badges. It is apparent that we need more people to be 
signed off as Level 2 Assessors, especially in the Southeast, 
in Wales, and in northern England. As such, the Committee 
has agreed to appoint a number of Level 3 Assessors, who 
will be able to sign off existing Tutors as Tutor Assessors. We 
are appointing around three people per region, all 
experienced turners and teachers, with the hope that this will 
reduce the workload on those who currently conduct the 
lion’s share of our Tutor Assessments, and improve efficiency. 
I am in the process of finalising these Level 3 Assessors 
(Super-Assessors, perhaps?) and hope to have done so by 
the time you are reading this. 

Training Update 
Masuma Rahim, Training Officer

Attendees at Simon Hope’s thread-chasing workshop held at Great Bromley, Essex, on  
09 April. Simon is running a course on sphere-turning later in the year. Places can be 
requested via the website. 
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Derbyshire Dales Woodcraft 
Club – celebrates another 
successful SEND teaching 
project 
Graham Legg 

DDWC have just completed their third year of teaching 
SEND young people in Long Eaton, Derbyshire. A small 
group of volunteers have worked every Tuesday morning 
from September through to Easter, teaching students from 
Brackenfield SEND School and Stanton Vale SEND School. 

The project has certainly challenged our volunteer group of 
AWGB approved Tutors, with the need for plenty of forward 
planning, a great deal of “Learning on the job” and we have 
had lots of fun and laughter on a weekly basis.   

Our “Community Outreach” programme has only been 
possible thanks to the support of Mirka (for providing lots of 
Abranet!), VoltX (for supplying lots of safety glasses), and 
Beaufort Ink (for providing some beautiful “Headwind” pen 
kits). 

Each week we set up four lathes and teach a maximum of 
eight students. We have also been able to add an “Arts and 
crafts” table, thanks to the fabulous support of our Club 
member, and professional Pyrography teacher, Kez Halliday.  
This added dimension to our lesson has given the students a 
great deal of success, developing their creativity and artistic 
skills. Kez has taught the students how to safely create any 
number of pyrographed images, and often uses acrylic 
paints or felt tip colours to enhance a project. 

The woodturning has seen our students develop into 
competent, skillful and knowledgeable young turners. Our 
very last teaching session for the year has seen the student 
group teaching their Teaching Assistants! 

By far the most popular 
project has been pen 
making. Each week our 
students have made some 
beautiful pens, which are 
supposed to go back to their 
school and put up for sale.  
We suspect that a lot have 
gone home as gifts for the 
family!  Due to the fact that 
it is very easy to make a 
fundamental mistake, and quickly ruin a pen blank, we 
always have plenty of 7mm pen kits available, with the brass 
barrels already glued in.   

Another very successful project has been making a Bud Vase.  
Here the students have learned how to use a small bowl 
gouge, sometimes a Skew chisel, a Jacob’s chuck and 
various drill sizes. What is very challenging to the students is 
how to use their mathematical knowledge ie Applied 
Mathematics. On occasions we hear, “Oh, that is why we are 
taught how to do that at school!” 

From September up to Christmas the students were allowed 
to take their first project example home, with additional items 
being made available for the school Christmas Fair. The 
pricing of items was a very interesting conversation, with 

some greatly over-priced estimates being suggested! Young 
Enterprise and Entrepreneurial Development was certainly at 
the forefront of developing business acumen! 

After Christmas we concentrated on making bowls, 
introducing a new set of tools and skills to the students. This 
has been very successful, with lots of beautiful shapes, 
finishes and shavings being made. The students love to 
create the smoothest finish possible, and have been taught 
how to reduce dust by introducing products such as Lemon 
Oil, Cut & Polish and Finishing Oil (Thanks Terry Smart and 
Chestnut Products). 

Some of the students now move on to FE College courses, 
and perhaps they might continue with their new hobby? We 
look forward now to September, when we will once again 
work with a group of delightful, polite and caring SEND 
Young People. 

My heartfelt thanks go out to our team of volunteers, namely 
Julia Bradbury, Kez Halliday, Colin Fishwick, Brian Walker, 
and David Reynolds. 

In order for our project to develop and grow, we are in need 
of some resources. This includes volunteer Tutors (we need 
a group of us to be available, four on each Tuesday 
morning). We are in need of additional mini-lathes 
(including a box of accessories these cost about £800 each).  
Finishing products, supplies of bowl blanks, spindle blanks, 
pen kits etc. are always being sought. Can you help us? 

Should this project interest you, please contact Graham Legg 
(DDWC Safeguarding Officer) via legg.graham@gmail.com 
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Development  
and Training

Member Training Workshops

Kate Kitchin 

Tingley, Wakefield 

11th July 2024 

Beginner/Intermediate 

Novelty Animals

Dennis Wake  
Hartlepool Enterprise Centre, County Durham 

7th September 2024 

Intermediate 

Platter

Colwin Way 

Crow Valley Woodturners, The Highway, Croesyceiliog, Wales 

27th September 2024 

Intermediate/Advanced 

German Nut Cracker

Mick Hanbury 

Turners Retreat 

1st October 2024 

Intermediate/Advanced 

Bowl & colour

Gary Rance 

Wendover, Buckinghamshire 

11th October 2024 

Beginner/Intermediate 

Humming Top

Simon Hope 

Great Bromley, Essex 

16th October 2024 

Intermediate/Advanced 

Turning spheres

Chris Parker 

Leyland, Lancashire 

6th November 2024 

Beginner/Intermediate 

Texture and colour

To apply - visit the AWGB website: www.awgb.co.uk and download an application form 

and send to the coordinator shown on the form. Or complete a ‘Training Workshop 

Application’ web form. Only fully completed application forms will be considered. 

If a workshop is oversubscribed, there will be a ballot for places. 

These workshops are subject to restrictions at the time and unfortunately may need to be cancelled 

at short notice. Preference will be given to those that have been allocated places previously that 

were cancelled. If you have any questions, please contact our Training Officer - email at 

training@awgb.co.uk.
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